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Grand Avenue Traffic Calming Plan 
 
 

 
 
 
The Glenwood Springs City Council unanimously adopted this Grand Avenue Traffic Calming 
Plan on December 1, 2005 with the following motion: 
 

“Councilor Beckwith moved, seconded by Councilor McGovern, to 
enthusiastically accept the Traffic Efficiency Ad Hoc Committee’s 
recommendation for the Grand Avenue Traffic Calming Plan, with the 
exception of Item No. 8.” 

 
Item No. 8 refers to the eighth bullet of Project 2 from the Project List on Page 21 of this Plan 
which reads “Construct a 2-lane Neighborhood connector road on or near the Railroad Corridor 
(networks to 8th, 9th, 11th and 14th streets)”.  Users of this plan should recognize that any 
references to that connector road in the text or diagrams of this plan are not part of the adopted 
Grand Avenue Traffic Calming Plan. 
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Introduction 
 
The citizens of Glenwood Springs place a high value on the “livability” of our downtown and our 

neighborhoods.  Intrusions that can negatively impact this livability are: excessive speed on local streets 

such that residents feel unsafe, lack of marked bicycle lanes on streets, lack of marked walkways that 

interconnect between neighborhoods and downtown shopping areas and malls, lack of coordinated 

planning for auto, bicycle and pedestrian synergistic movement within the boundaries of Glenwood 

Springs.  All of these need to be a part of the coordinated Traffic Calming Policy. 

 

Traffic has become an important issue throughout the valley and is having an increasing impact on 

streets in Glenwood Springs.  Given the mix of residences and businesses in Glenwood Springs, many of 

our streets, even high volume streets, have homes fronting on them.  A growing number of people are 

concerned about the conflicts they see arising between the automobile, bicycles and the walkability within 

all parts of Glenwood Springs. 

 

This Traffic Calming Program is part of Glenwood Spring’s commitment to the safety and livability of 

residential neighborhoods.  Under this program, City staff works closely with residents within 

neighborhoods to identify the type and severity of all traffic or safety problems on their streets.  Identified 

problems are first tackled using traditional solutions such as enforcement and education 

techniques/measures which address all movement of cars, people and bicycles in the area affected.  If 

the more traditional measures prove to be ineffective in dealing with the problem, a variety of traffic 

calming measures are available. 

 

A crucial part of resolving traffic issues is working with the residents to identify a traffic-calming device or 

method that is both acceptable to the residents and has a reasonable likelihood of solving or minimizing 

the problem.  If the required approval by residents and City Council is obtained, the City installs traffic 

calming devices in an effort to reduce the speed/ and improve the flow of neighborhood traffic. 

 

Critical traffic issues along the Grand Avenue/Route 82 corridor have prompted the need for additional 

professional expertise.  The consulting firm of Glatting-Jackson was retained to lead the community in 

intensive meetings to determine the citizen’s values, goals and requirements relating to traffic.  Dan 

Burden and Troy Russ, who are consultants with Glatting-Jackson, facilitated the community events, and 

this exercise resulted in a vision for mitigating the effects of increased traffic in Glenwood Springs. 

 

The remainder of this document will discuss the process, the findings and will conclude with an action 

plan for implementing traffic calming treatments. 
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Grand Avenue Traffic Calming Plan — Goals and Objectives 

 
The primary purpose of Grand Avenue traffic calming is to enhance safety, reduce noise, and 

encourage pedestrian and bicycle traffic in the downtown area.  The traffic calming plan has been 

developed in recognition of the experiences and practices of other jurisdictions, and incorporates 

the best practices among these jurisdictions.  The selected traffic calming projects will assist the 

town in addressing its goals for Quality of Life and Infrastructure Management.  

 

Traffic Calming Charrette  

Charrette Basics 
 
The French word, "Charrette" means "cart" and is often used to describe the final, intense work 

effort expended by art and architecture students to meet a project deadline. This use of the term 

is said to originate from the École des Beaux Arts in Paris during the 19th century, where proctors 

circulated a cart, or “charrette”, to collect final drawings while students frantically put finishing 

touches on their work. 

The Glatting-Jackson Charrette 

 The Glatting-Jackson Charrette combines this creative, intense work session with public 

workshops and open houses. The Charrette is a collaborative planning process that harnesses 

the talents and energies of all interested parties to create and support a feasible plan that 

represents transformative community change.   

The Glenwood Springs Charrette 

The charrette in Glenwood Springs was held July 19 – 21, 2005.  Key elements of the charrette 

consisted of documenting the core values of the citizens and building lists of requirements and 

ideas that will lead to an overall solution for traffic calming.   The first table shows the results of 

the question “what one word describes the reason you live here in Glenwood Springs”.  The 

second and third table list ideas for traffic calming.  Based on citizen values, ideas and their 

understanding of the environment, Glatting-Jackson consultants constructed a visual 

recommendation that was presented to city council members and interested citizens. 
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“Ideas for Calming Traffic (Children)” – Responses 

Question:  What do you want to see downtown? 
 
Response 
 

• Community Garden 
• Medians w/flowers on Grand Avenue 
• Roller Rink & Bowling Alley 
• Dog Park 
• Kids play area – ropes course, climbing rocks 
• Trees / more bushes 
• Library 
• Toy Store/ Pet Store 
• Play Areas 
• Arcade / Mini Golf 
• Train/Light Rail on Colorado 
• Ped Bridge to Veltus Park 
• Trails / tram 
• Observatory tower 
• Swing / Slide 
• Fishing Pond 
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Ad Hoc Committee Grand Avenue Traffic Calming Plan Presentation 
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Quote From CDOT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charrette Value Statement 
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Charrette Major Priority List: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charrette Detailed Priority List: 
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Roundabout Strategies: 
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Median Strategies: 
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Gateway Strategies: 
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Connections and Links: 
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Convert to Two-Way 
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Promote Walkability Downtown. 
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Complete the Bicycle System. 
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Project List 1 – Grand Avenue Calming Projects 
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Project List – (Project 2, 3, and 4) 
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Committee Recommendations 
 

 

 


	Introduction
	Grand Avenue Traffic Calming Plan — Goals and Objectives
	Traffic Calming Charrette
	Charrette Basics
	The Glatting-Jackson Charrette
	The Glenwood Springs Charrette
	“Ideas for Calming Traffic (Children)” – Responses

	Ad Hoc Committee Grand Avenue Traffic Calming Plan Presentat
	Quote From CDOT
	Charrette Value Statement
	Charrette Major Priority List:
	Charrette Detailed Priority List:
	Roundabout Strategies:
	Median Strategies:
	Gateway Strategies:
	Connections and Links:
	Convert to Two-Way
	Promote Walkability Downtown.

	Project List 1 – Grand Avenue Calming Projects
	Project List – (Project 2, 3, and 4)
	Committee Recommendations

